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Term 3 welcome from

 Executive Director Andrew Smith

Hello to the MitCon community and welcome to Term 3.

I hope you had a chance to rest and recharge over the break because, if Term 2 is any indication,
we’re in for another busy term ahead. Term 2 was a time of creativity, dedication and special
moments. Our stages, studios and classrooms were buzzing with activity, showcasing the talent and
hard work of our students and the commitment of our staff. We saw countless spotlight performances
that captivated audiences and demonstrated the progress of our emerging artists. From musical
showcases to powerful presentations and workshops, each event was a testament to the passion and
discipline within our community. We were also fortunate to welcome a host of visiting artists who
shared their expertise, inspired our students and enriched our collective experience. 

As we embark on Term 3, I look forward to the achievements and memorable experiences which await
us. Our organisation is consistently evolving and a key part of that evolution is ensuring everyone has a
voice. We strongly believe that our community, educational staff and students should all get a say in
shaping our future. To facilitate this, we are actively looking into opening forums so we can truly hear
what you, our community, would like us to provide. Your feedback is invaluable in helping us tailor our
offerings to best serve your needs and aspirations. Beyond our internal growth, we’ve also been
diligently building our partnerships with local venues and other local music entities. Community is as
important as music itself, and by collaborating with others in Bathurst and beyond, we strengthen the
entire artistic landscape. These partnerships allow us to offer even more diverse opportunities and
ensure we remain deeply connected to the vibrant cultural fabric of our region.

Term 3 brings with it a host of important events for our students and the wider musical community in
Bathurst. We wish all our students the very best for their AMEB exams, a significant milestone for many
in their musical journey. For some students, the HSC Music Trials are just around the corner. This is a
crucial period for demonstrating all your hard work and preparation. We know you will approach these
with confidence and skill. And, of course, a highlight on the local calendar is the Bathurst Eisteddfod,
running throughout August and into early September. We always encourage our students to
participate and experience the joy of performing and sharing their talents with the community. It’s an
opportunity to build confidence and connect with fellow musicians in our region.

With lots more to say but with limited newsletter space, I urge you to keep an eye on our website and
social media platforms to keep up to date as we move through Term 3. And, remember, Music Matters.

Andrew Smith



2025 Early Childhood Music classes

Get ready for another term of learning, music and fun with our Early
Childhood Music classes! Come and introduce your little ones to the exciting
world of music as they learn from Elissa Jones through singing, dancing and

rhythm techniques while using a fun range of musical instruments.

Classes this term will start in week 4, on Wednesday 13th August.

Click on the following links to book your place.

18 months to 5 years of age, Wednesdays 10.30am
Under 18 months of age, Wednesdays 11.15am

Family Fun, Fridays 9.30am (one ticket only required per family)

Term 3 Early Childhood
Music classes

Bathurst Chamber Orchestra
in concert

Come and hear guest pianist Elena Cherepanova
and the Bathurst Chamber Orchestra perform
Mozart's sparkling Piano Concerto No 27 at 2.30pm
on Sunday 31st August at All Saints' Cathedral,
Bathurst. Former Conservatorium student and 2023
Concerto & Aria winner Monique Rose will sing an
aria from Mozart's The Magic Flute and you'll also
hear music by Gerald Finzi and the sublime Adagio
for Strings by Samuel Barber. Enquiries to the
Conservatorium Office on 6331 6622 or click here
for bookings.

https://events.humanitix.com/early-childhood-music-class-18-months-5-years-preschool
https://events.humanitix.com/early-childhood-music-class-18-months-5-years-preschool
https://events.humanitix.com/early-childhood-music-under-18-months-wednesday
https://events.humanitix.com/early-childhood-music-class-family-fun-fridays
https://events.humanitix.com/early-childhood-music-class-family-fun-fridays
https://events.humanitix.com/on-spring-s-eve-by-bathurst-chamber-orchestra
https://events.humanitix.com/on-spring-s-eve-by-bathurst-chamber-orchestra


Our 2025 Scholarship
Recipients’ Concert

Don’t miss hearing a concert by our 2025
scholarship recipients at 12.30pm on
Saturday 29th November 2025, at the
incomparable Keystone 1889, Keppel St,
Bathurst. The concert will feature the
Conservatorium’s finest student singers
and instrumentalists, showcasing their
breadth of talent and ongoing technical
and artistic development. Entry is by a
gold coin donation at the door. More
details: 6331 6622 or email us at
bathurst@mitchellconservatorium.edu.au

MitCon ensembles have a place
for you!

Visit the Ensembles page of
our website (click here)  to
see the incredible range of 

ensembles and musical activities offered by MitCon and available for you to
join to continue your musical journey. Some examples include:

String groups Stringendo, Bella Forte and the Bathurst Chamber
Orchestra, catering for string players of all ages and levels of
experience (Monday evenings)
Our ReCONnect (formerly Day Time) Concert Band, for those adults just
starting their musical journey (Tuesday afternoons)
Mitchell Conservatorium Ukulele Group (Tuesday afternoons)
Mitchell Palm Court Orchestra, a mixed instrumental group open to players of
all ages from advanced beginners to intermediate levels (Wednesday
evenings)

Bathurst Musical Theatre Choir, an ensemble for singers aged 13 and up
who love all things musical theatre (Thursday evenings)

And there’s more! Take advantage of MitCon's "Three for Free" offer and
come along to three rehearsals without obligation. Enquiries: 6331 6622.

mailto:bathurst@mitchellconservatorium.edu.au
https://mitchellconservatorium.edu.au/ensembles-mitchell-conservatorium-strings-concert-band-connections-jazz-orchestra/


Welcome back, Michelle
Stockwell

Friday evening
Performance Workshops

Did you know ... MitCon students are
warmly invited and encouraged to
attend these FREE workshops running
every Friday evening 5.15 to 6.15pm.
Hosted by MitCon senior teachers
Doreen Cumming and David Hood, the
workshops provide an opportunity for
students to play both polished and work-
in-progress pieces to “normalise” the
performance experience in a relaxed
and supportive environment. Students
can come as often as they like and
parents, friends and supporters are all
welcome.

MitCon singing students
 in recital

Put it in your calendar now! Your chance
to hear MitCon vocal students in concert,
showcasing an incredible variety of
musical styles and performed by singers
of all ages and levels of experience.
Come and support your family members
and friends and celebrate this important
pillar of Conservatorium teaching. Held
in the relaxing and welcoming
environment of Keystone 1889, this will be
a recital to remember and great
encouragement for our many singing
students. Sunday 30th November, 1pm.



Country at the Con

Join us at Keystone 1889 for a
fantastic celebration of country
music! We're excited to present
the incredible Rocket Street
Ramblers, featuring the amazing
talents of Pete Armstrong, Johnn
of country music!Armstrong, Kaitie Baker, and special guest the sensational Monika Perry,
yodeller extraordinaire. The night kicks off with the awesome sounds of The
Lost Alley Katz, setting the stage for a musical journey through the heart of
country including a country strings group with Conservatorium students and
special guest Doreen Cumming. From classic sounds to contemporary hits,
get ready for a night of great music. Friday 19th September, 6.30pm,
Keystone 1889. Keep an eye on Facebook for details about how to book.

Pop
Great news for music lovers! The Mitchell
Conservatorium PUBlic Choir is making its highly
anticipated return, thanks to overwhelming public
demand. The choir will be held on the first Tuesday
of every month at 7 PM at Little Albert’s, The
Victoria Hotel, Bathurst, conveniently located
diagonally across the road from the
Conservatorium. The first session kicks off on 

Tuesday, August 5th, with doors opening at 6:30 PM for those who want to
grab dinner and drinks beforehand. There's a $5 cover charge at the door to
help cover staffing and material costs, but no tickets are required - just show
up on the day. Get ready to sing your heart out and be part of this beloved
community event.

Popular PUBlic Choir returns!



Pop

Mitchell Conservatorium’s Bent Broadway Cabaret was a resounding
success, drawing a fantastic crowd of 150 enthusiastic audience members
across its two performances on 27th and 28th June. The energy in the
wonderful venue of Keystone 1889 was palpable as our talented
performers took to the stage, delivering an unforgettable cabaret
experience. MitCon is grateful to all the performers, the incredible band
who provided the perfect soundtrack, our guest hosts Khora Knight and
Janelle Lindsay, and especially to Michelle Griffin, whose inspiration,
energy and talent helped make Bent Broadway a spectacular and
memorable event for all. We cannot wait to see what next year brings!
See more great photos on our Facebook page ...

2026 Scholarship applications will open soon

Application forms to audition for 2026 Mitchell Conservatorium scholarships
will be available from Monday 11th August, from the Conservatorium office
or online at mitchellconservatorium.edu.au. The closing date for the office
to receive applications is Friday 26th September with auditions scheduled
for Saturday 18th October.

Bent Broadway Cabaret delights!

https://mitchellconservatorium.edu.au/


EMAIL
bathurst@mitchellconservatorium.edu.au

ADDRESS
130 Havannah St,
Bathurst, NSW, 2795

PHONE
+61 2 6331 6622

WEBSITE
https://mitchellconservatorium.edu.au

Mitchell Conservatorium acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of
the many lands where we work and live. We celebrate the diversity of
Aboriginal people, the ongoing cultures and connections with the
lands and water of the country. We pay our respects to Elders past,
present and emerging and acknowledge contributions of Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal Australians to the inclusion and empowerment of
all people in a country we live in and share together.

On the calendar - keep your eye on our website
and Facebook page for developments ...

Over a dozen MitCon students and ensembles will take part in the
Bathurst Gardeners’ Club Spring Spectacular on the weekend of
25th/26th October, raising money for a variety of charities

Save the date! Stringendo, the Mitchell Palm Court Orchestra and the
ReCONnect (formerly Day Time) Concert Band together in a concert at
Keystone 1889 Sunday 9th November, 1pm. So many players, so much
music, so much fun ...

https://mitchellconservatorium.edu.au/
https://bathurstgardenclub.org.au/bathurst-spring-spectacular/

