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Newsletter Term 1 - February 2026

Term 1 welcome from Executive Director Andrew Smith

brand-new student picking up an instrument for the very first time, we are pleased to have
you as part of our musical community. In 2026 we have set some big goals to transform our
spaces into a vibrant hub for creativity and community. From physical upgrades to our
spaces to the launch of new digital platforms, this year is all about giving you more ways to
connect with music than ever before. We are rolling out several fresh projects that we’ve
been working on behind the scenes, including:

Emerging Maestros. This is a fantastic new class designed specifically for 5- to 8-year-
olds. It’s the perfect way for younger beginners to rotate through multiple instruments in
small groups, helping them discover what they truly love playing before committing to
private lessons.
The MitCon Podcasts. Later this year, we’re heading into the digital world! Our new
podcast series will feature chats with teachers and local legends, giving you a
backstage pass to the stories that make our musical world spin.
We are developing digital support materials and instructional videos to enhance the
learning in individual lessons.
Community Collaborations. We are taking our community focus to the next level this
year. We are incredibly grateful to be partnering with various local organisations on
multiple upcoming projects that celebrate the spirit of our region.

One of our most exciting highlights is our collaboration with the Carillon Theatrical Society.
Rehearsals are already in full swing for the hit musical “& Juliet”, coming to the stage this
July! This high-energy, pop-infused twist on the classic Shakespeare tale is a massive
undertaking, and at MitCon we are proud to play a vital role in this large scale, quality
production. Additionally, and as always, we have a huge array of ensembles to suit
musicians of every level of ability, experience and musical style. Playing together is such an
important part of musical development. With so many events already on the calendar and
new projects underway, 2026 is shaping up to be a memorable year. Welcome back
and remember, Music Matters!

Andrew Smith

Hello to the Mitchell Conservatorium Community and welcome to 2026 at
MitCon! It is great to see our studios humming across our campuses.
Whether you’re a familiar face returning for another year of practice or a



Early Childhood Music Classes

MitCon PUBlic Choir
back again for 2026 

We are thrilled to announce that Early
Childhood Music classes are back for
2026. Join Elissa Jones as she welcomes
your little ones into the incredible world of
sound. From rhythm and movement to
singing and tune recognition, our classes
are designed to be a fantastic exploration
of music in an environment that is inclusive,
educational, and above all — fun!

For Semester 1 2026, we are offering a special promotion. Pay for 9 lessons
and receive your 10th lesson FREE. You’ll even receive a funky new stamp
card to track your progress. Pop into our office to get yours today.
  Wednesdays (30 mins)                     Fridays (45 mins)
  3-5 Years: 9:30 am                            All Ages / Mixed Preschool: 9:30 am
  Toddlers (18+ Months): 10:30 am
  Infants (Under 18 Months): 11:15 am

We are so excited to welcome back our PUBlic
Choir community! We’re ready to bring the
noise back to Little Alberts at The Victoria
Hotel on the first Tuesday of every month.
If you love good food, great company, and
belting out fun songs in a relaxed atmosphere,
this is the night for you. Come early to grab a
bite and a drink before we get started:

Doors Open: 6:00 pm (Come grab dinner
and drinks)
Singing Starts: 7:00 pm



2025 Early Childhood Music classes

Student pianists
in recital

Join us for our Piano Studio Concert! We
invite you to Keystone Bathurst for a
wonderful afternoon of music, starting at
1pm. These concerts are a vital part of our
students' learning experience, giving them
the chance to perform in a relaxed and
welcoming environment. Everyone is
welcome to come along and support them.
Refreshments will be available from the bar,
and a $5 donation will be collected at the
door to help cover venue costs. We look
forward to seeing you there.

Do you ever look at young children and think
‘how do they move so freely?’ As we age, we
tend to adopt habits and tension that get in
the way of that free and easy movement we
were born with.  
Using the principles of the Alexander
Technique, we will explore how to use less
effort in standing, sitting, walking and any

Alexander Technique for
Everyday Movement

other movement you are interested in – reaching that top shelf, going up
and down stairs, working at your computer for long periods of time -
anything in your everyday life you would like to do with more ease. 
This class is interactive and fun, allowing the body's innate ability to move
to emerge. 22nd March 2-4:30pm, Mitchell Conservatorium, Havannah St.
All ages welcome, afternoon tea included.
Book now to reserve your spot as places are limited!
https://www.123tix.com.au/events/51680/alexander-technique-for-
everyday-living-bathurst

https://www.123tix.com.au/events/51680/alexander-technique-for-everyday-living-bathurst
https://www.123tix.com.au/events/51680/alexander-technique-for-everyday-living-bathurst


Alexander Technique workshops
for children and young adults

Come and learn practical Alexander
Technique skills at this workshop for children
and young adults. The Ready List can help
you do what you want to do and help
change unhelpful habitual behaviours. It
can be applied to any activity such as
playing your musical instrument, sports,
hobbies, pretty much anything you can
imagine … even looking at your phone.
The Ready List has 4 practical steps: pause,
see, breathe & soft and  tall. Intrigued?
Attend the workshop and learn more-

Our popular PUBlic Choir

The Shire New Horizons Band returns! Our friends
from The Shire are heading back to Bathurst,
bringing their incredible energy and a bright, fun
music program. As the inspiration behind our own
ReCONnect band, we are thrilled to welcome
them for a special performance at Panthers Club
Bathurst on March 5th at 10:45 am, when
ReCONnect will join them for a tune. 

Come along for an inspiring morning of great music and company. Entry
is FREE, but please book your spot online.
Click here to book or visit https://www.eventbrite.com.au/

New Horizons Band in concert

7th March 2026, 2 to 3pm, Mitchell Conservatorium, Havannah St.
Tickets $25, MitCon students $10.
Spots are strictly limited so call our office to book your spot - 6331 6622.

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/live-life-in-colour-concert-tickets-1977153838354?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/live-life-in-colour-concert-tickets-1977153838354?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl


2025 Early Childhood Music classes

Mitchell Conservatorium is delighted to
welcome back - after nearly 20 years! -
singing teacher and performer Gabriel Rae.
Gabriel is a classically trained soprano and
experienced educator who is delighted to
be returning to the Mitchell
Conservatorium, where she first taught from
2003 to 2006. With a B.Creative Arts (Hons)
and a background studying at the Sydney
Conservatorium, Gabriel brings over 20
years of teaching experience, including
founding the Mitchell Young Voices and
co-conducting Cantar Community Choir.

Welcome to our new singing
teacher Gabriel Rae

Term 4 Early Childhood
Music classes

Gabriel’s performance resume is extensive, featuring work with
the Woollahra Philharmonic, Vox Humana and Echolalia in Sydney,
Savoyards in Brisbane, Opera by Candlelight in Canberra, and the
Girton College Chapel Choir from Cambridge. Most recently, she
appeared in the Orange Theatre Company’s ‘Into The Woods’.
Gabriel is eager to bring joy and determination to her students'
development and teaches Monday afternoons at Mitchell
Conservatorium.

2026 term dates

Term 1: Monday 2nd February - Saturday 4th April (9 week term)
Term 2: Monday 20th April- Saturday 4th July (11 week term)

Term 3: Monday 20th July - Saturday 26th September (10 Week term)
Term 4: Monday 12th October - Saturday 19th December (10 Week term)

Visit our website for full enrolment details:
mitchellconservatorium.edu.au

http://mitchellconservatorium.edu.au/


ReCONnect Daytime
 Concert Band

It’s never too late to find your rhythm with
ReCONnect, our daytime adult beginner
concert band, meeting Tuesdays at 1:00 PM
at the Con. Designed specifically for adult
learners, this welcoming ensemble is the
perfect landing spot whether you are
picking up an instrument for the very first
time or dusting off an old case after years
—or even decades—away. We provide a
low-pressure, supportive environment
where you can master the basics of
reading music and ensemble playing while 
connecting with a community of like-minded peers. Come enjoy
the mental and social benefits of music-making in the middle of
your day; no previous experience is required, just a willingness to
play!

Musical Theatre Choir

Do you find yourself humming show
tunes in the car or dreaming of the
Broadway stage? MitCon’s Musical
Theatre Choir is calling your name!
We are always on the lookout for
fresh voices and passionate
performers to join our vibrant
ensemble, celebrating everything
from Golden Age classics to 
 modern West End hits. Whether you are a seasoned vocalist or just
looking to belt out your favorite numbers in good company, you’ll find
a welcoming community ready to share the spotlight. Rehearsals run
every Monday at 6:45 PM at the Conservatorium, so step out of the
wings and join us for an evening of harmonies, drama and musical joy.



Welcome back, Michelle
Stockwell

Friday evening
Performance Workshops

Did you know ... MitCon students are
warmly invited and encouraged to
attend these FREE workshops running
every Friday evening 5.15 to 6pm.
Hosted by MitCon senior teachers
Doreen Cumming and David Hood, the
workshops provide an opportunity for
students to play both polished and
work-in-progress pieces to “normalise”
the performance experience in a
relaxed and supportive environment.
Students can come as often as they like
and parents, friends and supporters are
all welcome.

PHONE
+61 2 6331 6622

EMAIL
bathurst@mitchellconservatorium.edu.au

ADDRESS
130 Havannah St,
Bathurst, NSW, 2795

WEBSITE
https://mitchellconservatorium.edu.au

Mitchell Conservatorium acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the many
lands where we work and live. We celebrate the diversity of Aboriginal people,
the ongoing cultures and connections with the lands and water of the country.
We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging and acknowledge
contributions of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians to the inclusion and
empowerment of all people in a country we live in and share together.

Performance Workshops

Save the date! Our next Bathurst Chamber Orchestra concert, 

Sunday 3  May 2.30pm, All Saints’ Cathedral (TBC)rd

https://mitchellconservatorium.edu.au/

